Address: Park Lane, Harefield, Middlesex, UBS 6BJ
Tel: 01895 824447

Email: office@harefieldjunior.com

HAREF.ELD Web: www harefieldjunior.com

Executive Head Teacher: Mr A.Sunner
Head of School: Mr J.Downs

Monday 9t January 2026

Dear Year 4 Parents/Carers,

Year 4 Curriculum Letter — Spring (15t Half)

Message from the teachers

Welcome back everyone! We hope you have all had a lovely Christmas break and are nice and
refreshed, ready for the new year! We are excited to kick start 2026 with a lot of fantastic new
topics of learning. This letter will tell you about some of the exciting things Year 4 will be learning

about this term.

Our Core Values

Happiness: we spread joy to those around us.
Compassion: we care and are kind to all.
Respect: we treat others as we like to be treated.
Teamwork: we work well with everyone.

Year 4 Staffing

Juniper class teacher: Miss Mayling

Spruce class teacher: Miss Faghiri

Year 4 learning support assistants: Mrs Thomas and Mrs Pinchen.

Communication
Please feel free to arrange a meeting should you wish to speak to one of the teachers in person.

Alternatively, you can email class teachers directly on the class email accounts and we will do
our best to get back to you within a couple of working days.

Juniperclass@harefieldjunior.com

Spruceclass@harefieldjunior.com

Homework
Homework, along with answers, will be sent out each Friday to be returned the following Friday.

Reading at home
We regularly assess the children’s reading ages and home reading books, at the appropriate
reading level, are sent home every Monday. Please remember to send these books back to

school each Monday.

We will also visit the school library each Tuesday on a fortnightly basis, from where the children
can select a book to borrow and read at home. Please return these books to school once your
child has finished reading it. New home reading books and library books will not be issued until
the previous ones have been returned.
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Spring Term Learning
This half term we will be learning the following in each subject area.

English:

The year 4 core text for the Spring Term is ‘Why the Whales Came’ by Michael
Morpurgo. We will be using this text to help write a tale of fear story, where the
children will practise using suspenseful writing techniques to create a spooky setting
description. We will also create an information text which focuses on the history,
culture and famous landmarks on a fictional island.

Mathematics:

In mathematics this spring half term, year 4 are continuing with multiplication and division skills.
We will be practising how to mentally multiply and divide by 10 and 100, before moving on to
learn different written methods to solve multiplication and division problems. We will complete the
half term by learning how to measure the length and perimeter of different shapes.

Please continue to practise times tables regularly at home using Times Tables Rockstars —
teachers can remind you of your personal log in details if you have forgotten:
https://ttrockstars.com/

o Here are 4 cards. e Tick all the shapes with a perimeter of 15 cm.

| =10 | [ x10 | [ x100 | [ =100 | & Sem
Use two cards to compiete the calculations. ’ <:>
soo[ | -=s fem

37 =3,700

Physical Education:

The outdoor P.E. unit for year 4 this spring term is ‘invasion games’, with a focus on hockey
skills. This unit will equip the children with the basic skills needed to play hockey. The children
will learn how to pass, receive and travel with the ball, as well as learning about tackling and

penalty shuffles.

The indoor unit this term is called gymnastics. The children will learn straight jumps, full turns, cat
leap, half turns, straddle rolls, lunges into cartwheels while also while developing their
understanding of the necessary flexibility, strength and control needed to perform the movements
successfully.

Our PE days are:

Outdoor PE: Wednesday — Spruce class

Indoor PE: Friday — Spruce and Juniper classes

Please ensure your child comes to school wearing the correct PE kit on the above days.

Forest School:

Forest School will be taking place each Wednesday afternoon for Juniper Class next half term.
The children will be given opportunities to learn in nature, building a range of skills and making
observations of the changing seasons. Please ensure your child brings their Forest School
clothing in to school in a bag on Tuesdays.
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Music:
We are very fortunate to have a specialist music teacher in school every Wednesday to teach

Year 4 music lessons. The children will continue building on the skills they developed last term
playing the glockenspiel.

Computing:

In computing this term, year 4 will be introduced to the topic of online safety. The children will
learn about preventing and dealing with cyberbullying; how to use search engines efficiently; how
to avoid plagiarism online; and how to be a good digital citizen. The unit ends with children
applying their new knowledge to design a character to be displayed around school to promote

online safety.

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education:

The PSHE topic for this half term is ‘Dreams and Goals’. Year 4 will discuss some common
hopes and dreams for the future, think about how to overcome disappointments and to stay
resilient in the face of challenge, and about maintaining a positive attitude toward themselves and
others they work with in order to achieve their goals.

In Science year 4 will be learning about sound, how sound travels through vibrations and the
difference between the volume and pitch of a sound. Later in the half term, we will also revisit
data collection. The children will continue their observation over time enquiry from the Autumn
term to name and identify living things in their local area. They will collect data to gain a deeper
understanding of how seasonal changes influence plant and animal life whilst drawing upon their
knowledge of plants and animals from Autumn Block 1 to help them identify familiar species. —
attached are knowledge organisers with more information about what the children will be learning

in these units.

In Geography this half term, the children are learning about how the towns and cities of the UK
first developed. Children will learn about the needs and requirements early settlers had when
choosing a place to build a home. They will look at place names around the UK to see how the
Anglo-Saxons, Romans and Vikings all left their mark. Through use of digital and paper maps,
children will investigate land use in different sized settlements and the ways in which settlements
are linked together.

In Religious Education year 4 will be learning about Buddhism. They will find out where
Buddhism originated, about special places linked to Buddhism and about key festivals in
Buddhist life. The children will also learn about symbols in Buddhism, the Buddhist holy book and
the main beliefs held by Buddhists — attached is a knowledge organiser with more information
about what the children will be learning this unit.

In French year 4 will be learning about ‘Going Shopping’. Children will learn specific vocabulary
of fruit, vegetables and clothes. They will learn key phrases for asking the questions needed
when going shopping. The unit concludes with a role play lesson, where children will take on the
roles of shoppers and shopkeepers — attached is a knowledge organiser with more information
about what the children will be learning this unit.
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Please feel free to contact us via the class email accounts should you have any questions over
the term ahead.

Yours faithfully,

Miss Mayling and Miss Faghiri.
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