Address: Park Lane, Harefield, Middlesex, UB9 6BJ
Tel: 01895 824447

Email: office@harefieldjunior.com

HARE F' ELD Web: www.harefieldjunior.com

Executive Head Teacher: Mr A.Sunner
Head of School: Mr J.Downs

Friday 5th September 2025

Dear Year 5 parents/carers,

Year 5 Curriculum Letter - Autumn (1st half)

Message from the teachers

Welcome to Year 5! We are very much looking forward to welcoming you back and beginning our
exciting learning journey! We have lots of fun this year with a great curriculum and lots of great
practical activities. We hope they are well rested and looking forward to a memorable year. This
letter will give you an idea of some of the lessons your child can look forward to during the first

half term. Welcome back!

Our Core Values

Happiness: we spread joy to those around us.
Compassion: we care and are kind to all.
Respect: we treat others as we like to be treated.
Teamwork: we work well with everyone.

Year 5 Staffing

Sycamore class teacher: Mrs Lindsey

Walnut class teacher: Mrs Culham

Year 5 learning support assistants: Mrs Skull & Mrs Hennelly

Communication
Please feel free to arrange a meeting should you wish to speak to one of the teachers in person.
Alternatively, you can email class teachers directly on the class email accounts and we will do

our best to get back to you within a couple of working days.

sycamoreclass@harefieldjunior.com

walnutclass@harefieldjunior.com

Homework
Homework will be sent out on Fridays, please return the homework to your class teacher on the

Friday of the following week.

Reading at home

We have assessed the children’s reading ages this week and home reading books, at the
appropriate reading level, will be sent home every Monday, starting on the 8th September.
Please remember to send these books back to school each Monday.

We will also visit the school library regularly from where the children can select a book to borrow
and read at home. Please return these books to school once your child has finished reading it.
New home reading books and library books will not be issued until the previous ones have been

returned.
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Autumn Term Learning BERLIE DOHERTY

This half term we will be learning the following in each subject area. STREETﬂ

English

We will be reading ‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty in English this term. It is a
novel based on Jim Jarvis, who alerted Dr Barnardo to the plight of destitute
children in Victorian London. We will create ‘Conquer the Monster’ stories
based on this, where a character finds an evil person or creature to
beat/overcome. Later this half term, we will create an information piece of
writing, a biography linked to the core text of Beowulf.

Mathematics

In Maths this half term, Year 5 will be developing their knowledge of place value up to 1 million,
including decimal places up to thousandths. There will be a focus on all four operations (addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division) before exploring the links of multiples and factors to their
times tables knowledge.

PE (indoor) — both classes are on Thursdays

This term we will be focussing on the Circuit Training unit, which will allow your child to focus on
a range of different types of exercise and sporting values. Children will learn about the effects of
different types of exercise and they will take part in upper body, lower body

and core muscle exercises. They will focus on sporting abilities such as being

a good sportsperson, taking part in respectful competition, working as a team

and playing to each other’s strengths.

PE (outdoor) — Walnut class on Tuesdays for this half term in place of Forest School.

Forest School

Forest School will be taking place each Tuesday afternoon for Sycamore Class this half term.
The children will be given opportunities to learn in nature, building a range of skills and making
observations of the changing seasons.

French

This half term we will be learning 'All About Ourselves', children will apply previous knowledge of
topic areas such as clothes and the body, developing their vocabulary at the same time.

They will learn to describe their own appearance and are introduced to some key

grammatical features of French, such as the position and agreement of adjectives- attached is a
knowledge organiser with more information about what the children will be learning this unit.

Music
We are very fortunate to have a specialist music teacher in school every Monday and
Wednesday to teach Year 5 music.

Science

In Science this term we will be learning about ‘Forces’. This unit will explore different types of
forces such as gravity, friction, water resistance and air resistance - attached is a knowledge
organiser with more information about what the children will be learning this unit.
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Geography

In Geography this term we will be learning about ‘Magnificent Mountains'. In this Unit, children
find out about the major mountains of the world and the UK. They find out the different ways in
which mountains have been formed, and how different features of mountain ranges have been
shaped over time. - attached is a knowledge organiser with more information about what the

children will be learning this unit.

Computing

In Computing this term we will be learning about ‘Strategic Online Searching’ where children will
learn to use search engines with increasing efficiency. Children will also learn to look for clues to
decide if a website can be trusted and whether the information presented is reliable.

RE
In RE this term we will be learning about ‘Commitment’. The children will discuss the concept of

commitment in both religious and non-religious ceremonies and daily life - attached is a
knowledge organiser with more information about what the children will be learning this unit.

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education

In PSHE we explore ‘Being Me in My World’. The children will look forward to the year ahead and
make appropriate goals that they would like to achieve. They will move on to learn about their
rights and responsibilities as a British citizen.

Art
‘The Seaside’ unit will teach how to use pen and colour, how to print, weave and make lanterns

to create quality artwork that shows progression in skills. The children will also have the
opportunity to explore the work of ‘The Seaside’ artists Alfred Wallis and Hokusai.

Please feel free to contact us via the class email accounts should you have any questions over
the term ahead.

Yours faithfully,

Mrs Culham and Mrs Lindsey
Year 5 teachers.
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