Address: Park Lane, Harefield, Middlesex, UBS 6BJ
Tel: 01895 824447
Email: office@harefieldjunior.com

HAREFIELD Web: www.harefieldjunior.com

Executive Head Teacher: Mr A.Sunner
Head of School: Mr J.Downs

Tuesday 20" February 2024
Dear Year 6 parents/carers,

Year 6 Curriculum Letter - Spring (2" half)

Message from the teachers

Well done Year 6 — we have begun the spring term brilliantly and continued to demonstrate
excellent behaviour and a positive attitude to learning. Keep it up! This curriculum letter will
outline what we will be learning this half term, and all that we have to enjoy before the Easter

break.

Our Core Values

Happiness: we spread joy to those around us.
Compassion: we care and are kind to all.
Respect: we treat others as we like to be treated.
Teamwork: we work well with everyone.

Year 6 Staffing

Aspen class teacher: Mr Coren

Beech class teacher: Mrs Lindsay

Year 6 learning support assistants: Miss Heffernan, Mrs Clarke and Mrs Pinchen

Communication
Please feel free to arrange a meeting should you wish to speak to one of the teachers in person.
Alternatively, you can email class teachers directly on the class email accounts and we will do

our best to get back to you within a couple of working days.

aspenclass@harefieldjunior.com

beechclass@harefieldjunior.com

Homework

For homework each week, pupils are expected to work through their ‘daily’ questions for
Mathematics and English on Doodle Learning (an online platform) to earn enough stars to get
them into the green zone. Each child has their own login and password in order to complete their
tailored questions. Spellings and handwriting homework will be printed and sent home weekly on
Fridays, along with an activity linked to the vocabulary that the children have been learning.
These need to be completed by the following Friday. If your child requires their login information,
please contact your class teacher.

Reading at home
We regularly assess the children’s reading ages and home reading books, at the appropriate
reading level, are sent home every Monday. Please remember to send these books back to

school each Monday.
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We will also visit the school library each Thursday on a fortnightly basis, from where the children
can select a book to borrow and read at home. Please return these books to school once your
child has finished reading it. New home reading books and library books will not be issued until
the previous ones have been returned.

Spring Term Learning
This half term we will be learning the following in each subject area.

English

Year 6 will be using a collection of short stories from Arabian Nights as a focus
text this half term. We will use this to support children in writing a ‘Rags-to-
Riches Tale’, where a main character faces incredible challenges within a story
that changes their lives, e.g. poor to wealthy, unhappy to happy. Following this,
we will be writing a recount linked to ‘Arabian Nights', where children will retell
one of the short stories in the form of a newspaper article.

Mathematics

In maths this half term, Year 6 will build on their knowledge of decimals by identifying the link
between fractions, decimals and percentages. Following this, they will explore area, perimeter
and volume. Pupils will end the half term learning how to interpret bar charts, line graphs and pie
charts, before finding the mean of a number.

Convert the following fractions, decimals In a sale, a pair of trainers are
and percentages. The first one has been reduced by 20%.
done for you.

= = The original price was £80.
Fraction Decimal Percentage
% 05 50% Find the new price. £
9
— 0/
10 0
A cake is sliced into 20 equal slices.
2 Five slices are eaten.
— O/u
5
What percentage remains?
— 25% %

Physical Education

The two P.E. units in Year 6 this half term are ‘Invasion Games (Netball)’ and ‘Gymnastics:
Rivers & Mountains’.

The Invasion Games (Netball) unit teaches the children the skills players need to play both in
defence and attack. The children will learn how to pass and catch the ball using a range of
techniques as well as learning to pivot and mark players one-on-one.

In Gymnastics: Rivers & Mountains, children will learn how to make gymnastic shapes and
balances to communicate their learning about rivers and mountains. Children will learn and
perform rhythmic gymnastics and different types of balances, and will use these to create group
formations to represent geographical features.
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Both Year 6 classes will have a PE session on a Wednesday. Aspen class will have their second
PE session on a Thursday. Please ensure children come in to school wearing weather
appropriate clothing for PE in line with the school uniform.

Forest School

Forest School will be taking place each Thursday afternoon for Beech Class this half term. The
children will be given opportunities to learn in nature, building a range of skills and making
observations of the changing seasons. Please ensure your child brings their Forest School
clothing in to school in a bag on Thursdays.

Music
We are very fortunate to have a new specialist music teacher, Miss Starkey, in school every
Wednesday to teach Year 6 music lessons, focusing on learning to play the ukulele.

Computing

In Computing this term, Year 6 will continue to learn about ‘Online Safety’, where children will be
taking a more in depth look at a variety of online safety issues, most of which they will be familiar
with, e.g. cyberbullying, communication online safely. They will be introduced to the idea of the
internet, as a type of media, and how it can shape our ideas about boys and girls through
stereotypes. Children will be given ways to deal with online content that they find worrying or
even believe to be dangerous.

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education:

‘Healthy Me’ is the next PSHE unit, where Year 6 will discuss how to identify and apply skills to
keep themselves emotionally healthy and explore various strategies to help them manage stress
and pressure. Furthermore, children will explore when substances, including alcohol, are being
used anti-socially or being misused, and the impact that it can have on an individual and others.

In Science Year 6 will be learning about ‘The Circulatory System’, exploring the function on the
human heart. They will also learn about ‘Diet, Drugs and Lifestyle’ and discover the impact that
different substances have on the human body — attached is a knowledge organiser with more
information about what the children will be learning this unit.

In History Year 6 will be learning about ‘Ancient Greece’, where the children will gain an
understanding of where and when some key events during the ancient Greek period took place —
attached is a knowledge organiser with more information about what the children will be learning
this unit.

In Religious Education Year 6 will be learning about ‘The Crucifixion, where children will learn
about key aspects of the Easter story — attached is a knowledge organiser with more information
about what the children will be learning this unit.

In French Year 6 will be learning the topic ‘All in a Day, where they will learn how to tell the time,
including how to use 24-hour times. The children will then use airport arrival and departure
boards and a school timetable to consolidate and practise the skills learned — attached is a
knowledge organiser with more information about what the children will be learning this unit.
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Please feel free to contact us via the class email accounts should you have any questions over
the term ahead.
Yours faithfully,

Mr Coren and Mrs Lindsay
Year 6 teachers
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