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Tuesday 3rd January 2023 
Dear Year 4 Parents/Carers, 
 

Year 4 Curriculum Letter – Spring (1st half) 
 
Message from the teachers 
Happy New Year and welcome back! We hope you had an amazing Christmas and spent some 
wonderful, quality time with your family. It’s back to school now with the beginning of a new year, 
new goals and new topics! We hope you’re as excited and as energised as we are! 
 
Our Core Values 
Happiness: we spread joy to those around us. 
Compassion: we care and are kind to all. 
Respect: we treat others as we like to be treated. 
Teamwork: we work well with everyone.  
 
Year 4 Staffing 
Spruce class teacher: Mrs Culham 
Juniper class teacher: Miss Dear 
Year 4 learning support assistants: Mrs Wilson and Mrs Pinchen. 
 
Communication 
Please feel free to arrange a meeting should you wish to speak to one of the teachers in person. 
Alternatively, you can email class teachers directly on the class email accounts and we will do 
our best to get back to you within a couple of working days. 
 
juniperclass@harefieldjunior.com 
 
spruceclass@harefieldjunior.com 
 
Homework 
Homework, will be sent out every Friday. Please return the homework to your class teacher the 
following Friday. 
 
We have also subscribed to Bug Club online reading and Mathletics online maths activities. 
Pupils require their own logins for these websites. Please contact the school office if you need to 
be reminded what your child’s log in details are. 
 
We will be sending new books home every Monday. Please remember to send these books back 
in to school each Monday. A new book will not be issued until the previous one has been 
returned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:juniperclass@harefieldjunior.com
mailto:spruceclass@harefieldjunior.com
https://login.pearson.com/v1/piapi/piui/signin?client_id=mCfHl22MzgSG9oQ21dUc3GGNPShmrgeb&login_success_url=https:%2F%2Fwww.activelearnprimary.co.uk%2Flogin-redirect%3Fc%3D0
https://login.mathletics.com/
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Spring Term Learning 
This half term we will be learning the following in each subject area. 
 
English 
We will be reading Ben Miller’s ‘The Day I fell into a Fairy Tale’ to support our 
writing. Once we have finished this narrative unit, we will begin our non-
narrative, which is a persuasive leaflet. We will use the model text ‘The Magic 
Bean Store’ as an example of good writing while using Ben Miller’s book for 
further inspiration!  
 
Mathematics 
In maths this half term, year 4 will be continuing to finish their multiplication and division unit 
before moving onto area and fractions. These units cover the formal written method for 
multiplying and dividing, understanding area and leading from equivalent fractions to adding and 
subtracting them!  
 
We will continue to practise our times tables regularly in preparation for the Year 4 multiplication 
check in summer. Please help the children prepare for this at home by following this helpful link 
to a suggested website: https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-
Tables-Check or the website called Hit the button. Your child should continue to logon to Times 
Tables Rockstars by following this link: https://ttrockstars.com/ 
 
This is an example of a word problem the children might be given 
to develop their reasoning skills in fractions: 
It is an example of a ‘reasoning’ question where the children are 
encouraged to explain their answer using mathematical strategies 
as proof.  
 
 
Science 
The year 4 science unit this half term is titled ‘In a State’. Children will learn the characteristic 
properties of solids, liquids and gases, first through physically exploring typical materials and then 
by classifying examples, such as powders and viscous liquids, which are harder to classify. Using 
first-hand experience and secondary sources they will learn about changes of state and begin to 
understand freezing and boiling points as identifying 
characteristics of a material. 
 
History 
‘Romans’ is the title for the year 4 history unit this half term. 
In this unit, the children will learn about the Roman 
invasion of Britain and its impact on the lives of the Celts. 
They will consider whether the Roman settlement was a 
positive experience for all involved, and explore the long-
term legacy of the invasion. They will use a variety of 
sources of evidence to investigate the topic, including 
visual sources of artefacts.  
 
 

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://ttrockstars.com/
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Art and Design 
In this collection of lessons, the children will learn and develop their skills in: 
design, drawing, craft, painting and art appreciation; creating an optical 
illusion print, replicating a plate in the famous willow pattern, carving 
sculptures out of soap, drawing a collection of still life objects, painting and 
mixing colours like Paul Cézanne and learning about the role of a ‘curator’. 
 
Physical Education 
The two P.E. units in year 4 this half term are ‘Gym Sequences’ and ‘Step to the Beat’. Gym 
Sequences looks to practise a variety of balancing skills – creating sequences alone and with 
others, investigating the effect of symmetry and asymmetry in movements. By the end of the unit, 
the children will be encouraged to evaluate their own and others’ sequences. Step to the Beat 
encourages children to understand the importance of a ‘warm up’, develop coordination and 
balance while creating routines to improve fitness.  
 
Please ensure children come into school wearing their PE kits on Mondays. 
 
Forest School 
Forest School will be taking place each Tuesday afternoon for Juniper Class this half term. The 
children will be given opportunities to learn in nature, building a range of skills and making 
observations of the changing seasons.  
 
French 
The first unit, this half term, is about describing someone’s appearance, including eye and hair 
colour and characteristics such as how happy or serious they are. The unit teaches the position 
of adjectives in a sentence and how the adjective changes to 'agree' with the noun it describes 
(masculine, feminine, singular, plural). Starting with the subject of painting and the Louvre in 
Paris to build cultural awareness, the children complete the unit by writing a description of one of 
their friends in French.  
 
Religious Education 
The theme for Year 4 this half term will learn about the lives of people of faith from different 
religions. They will identity key events in their lives, how their faith and beliefs have influenced 
them to overcome challenging circumstances, and how it has inspired their lives and work. They 
will compare and contrast these experiences throughout the unit. 
 
Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 
‘Dreams & Goals’ is the third PSHE unit, where the children will discuss their own dreams and 
goals and hopefully set some suitable goals for themselves to achieve over the year. In this unit, 
we discuss how sometimes we face disappointment when we don’t achieve our dreams or goals 
and how best we can overcome this. We will aim to set new goals using our experience of 
disappointment to help us overcome obstacles in the future.  
 
Please feel free to contact us via the class email accounts should you have any questions over 
the term ahead. 
Yours faithfully 
Mrs Culham and Miss Dear 
Year 4 teachers 

Still Life with Apples by Paul Cézanne  


