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School Newsletter
Friday 12th February 2021
Half term is here!
We hope that you and your loved ones have been able to keep safe this half term and are looking
forward the half term break.
The daily online Teams lessons delivered by the class teachers will continue after half term, as
will the onsite provision for children of critical workers and vulnerable pupils.
Unfortunately, there is no reopening date set for schools yet but we are hopeful for some good
news after the half term break and will share this news with parents as soon as we have it. We
are confident that whatever decision the government makes, the entire school community will
continue to work together to ensure that we are doing the best we possibly can for all of our
pupils.
Special message to pupils
Well done! You have been absolutely brilliant this half term. We are all so proud of the way you
have adapted to online learning. You have continued working hard, even though most of you are
not in school. Take a much needed break from the computer screens over half term and have
lots of fun. We can’t wait to see you back on Teams after half term.
Special message to parents
Well done! We appreciate how hard it must be for many of you who are working from home at the
same time as supporting your children with home learning. We hope that the huge efforts of the
teachers through the Teams lessons has helped relieve some of the pressure at home. Please
do not worry about any of the learning that your children may have missed out on during this lock
down, we are working on plans to help them catch up when we reopen. Instead try and enjoy the
extra time with your children that you are having-they grow up quickly!
Special message to teachers
Well done! Thank you so much for the way you have adapted to a completely new way of
teaching. You have shown great commitment and resilience, overcoming the challenges of
engaging children and tailoring lessons to meet their needs when teaching through a computer
screen. The wonderful work and photos of pupils that we have been able to share through
newsletters show what a fantastic job you have done this half term. Thank you.

Well done! Without your dedication and hard work we would not have been able to keep the
school open for our most vulnerable pupils and children whose parents are doing critical jobs in
the community. You have ensured that the most vulnerable families have had help with getting
online for Teams lessons or had other ways to access the learning as well as providing those
families with support through breakfast packs and food vouchers. Thank you.
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Special message to school support staff
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Home learning
Mrs Lindsay and Year 5 Walnut class’ Teams session had a dress down ‘Teddy and PJ’ day on
Monday.

Year 5 Sycamore class science experiments
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Year 5 children were tasked to make a boat and see how much weight it could take before the
boat sank. The children were looking at up-thrust and measuring in Newtons (N). Here is Kalen
and his experiment.
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Mr Coren and Year 5 Sycamore’s Wacky Wednesday

Year 5 Sycamore class decided to dress up very smart for their Teams lessons on Wednesday.
Year 4 Science Experiments
In Year 4 Science lessons, they have been looking at States of Matter.
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The Year 4 critical worker
group had a re-cap about
what they had learnt in
science on the topic of
ice on Tuesday – the
class had a group
discussion on how the
ice feels and looks and
why it melts.

HAPPINESS ∙ COMPASSION ∙ RESPECT ∙ TEAMWORK

Address: Park Lane, Harefield, Middlesex, UB9 6BJ
Tel: 01895 824447
Email: office@harefieldjunior.org.uk
Web: www.harefieldjunior.com
Executive Head Teacher: Mr A.Sunner
Head of School: Mr J.Downs

Cornflour Slime:
Ben experimented at home with cornflour slime to see what would happen if he tried to float
objects on the slime including pen lid. Would it float or sink?
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Here is Ben with his ice experiments.
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Some examples Year 4 Juniper class’ science work.

Page5

Harley from Year 4 Juniper
class experimented with
changes of state by freezing
toys in water and then trying to
get them out by melting.
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Martha’s from Year 4 Meranti class investigated how to melt ice quickly.
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The Year 3 critical worker group have been experimenting with magnets and investigating
forces.
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Mr Coren and some of
the children from Year
5 Sycamore braved the
snow and made some
super snowmen.

Road Safety Invention Design Competition
The School Travel and Road Safety Team are holding a Borough wide competition for February
half term. STARS have asked children to come up with a new ‘Road Safety Invention’ which
could make our roads safer. They would like the children to draw the design as well as explain
how the road safety invention would work and how it makes our roads safer. We have emailed
parents with the competition entry form attached.
Entries need to be emailed to: stars@hillingdon.gov.uk by Monday 1st March.
Weekly Sports Challenges
Hillingdon schools are encouraging children to take part in the Hillingdon Primary Challenges.
Next week’s challenge is ‘Tap up Tennis’ how many times can you tap up a tennis ball on a
racket in 60 seconds? If you want to make it harder try alternating from forehand to backhand.
See if you can improve on your first go and achieve a personal best.

Monday 15th – Friday 19th February: School is closed for half term.
Week beginning 22nd February: Random Acts of Kindness Week
Thursday 4th March: World Book Day
Friday 12th March: World Maths Day
Sunday 14th March: Mother’s Day
Friday 19th March: Red Nose Day
Wednesday 31st March: Last day of Spring term-school finishes at 1pm

HAPPINESS ∙ COMPASSION ∙ RESPECT ∙ TEAMWORK

Page7

Key dates for your diary
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Community Links
Lateral Flow testing at St Mary's church hall
Members of the public can now book a Covid lateral flow test through Hillingdon's web site, even
if they have no symptoms. There are a number of sites across Hillingdon for these tests,
including St Mary’s church hall on the High Street.
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/testbooking
Hillingdon Adult and Community Learning - Family Learning Courses
FREE 5 week online courses for parents to help support their children starting after half term.
Course
Help Your Child with Maths, Years 1 & 2

In My Shoes

How to Keep Your Child safe in a Digital World
- Upper KS1 & KS2

ESOL - Improve Your English E1-E3

Help Your Child with English, Reception to Year
2
Digital Skills Workshops (Entry Level)

Description
To provide parents with strategies to support
their child's early development of numeracy
through play
The intent of this course is to recognise the
emotional and mental health of both parents and
children in partnership of each other.
To provide parents with strategies to support
their families to be safe online and use the
internet and social media in a responsible
manner. To increase awareness of links
between online activity and physical and
emotional wellbeing.
To support parents with English as a Second
language to improve their English skills to
support their families
To support parents with their English skills and
provide strategies to enable them to develop
their child's learning.
To enable parents to open and access an
application on a device, check settings, send,
receive, and reply to emails and identify reliable
sources of information online.
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Parents who are interested in enrolling onto these courses will need to click on this link and
complete a short questionnaire.
https://forms.gle/RovfNgw9BeeKGrih6
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