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Address: Park Lane, Harefield, Middlesex, UB9 6BJ 
Tel: 01895 824447 

Email: office@harefieldjunior.org.uk 
Web: www.harefield-jun.hillingdon.sch.uk 

Executive Head Teacher: Mr A.Sunner 
Head of School: Mr J.Downs 

Friday 11th September 2020 
 
Dear parents/carers, 

Autumn Term Curriculum Letter 
Year group: Year 5 
Classes: Sycamore, Walnut & Elm 
Teachers: Mr Coren, Mrs Lindsay & Mrs George 

 
Welcome back. We hope you’ve had a good Summer break and are looking forward to the 
year ahead. This term your child will be learning: 
 
Mathematics: 

This year, we will be following the White Rose Maths scheme of work where there will be a 
big focus on calculation and basic number skills. The children will be learning and 
developing the following skills during the Autumn term: place value, addition and subtraction, 
statistics, multiplication and division, and area and perimeter. Please ensure that your child 
is learning their times tables up to 12x12. Each week the children will sit a mental arithmetic 
test to develop their quick thinking skills and they will also be regularly tested on their times 
tables, including the division facts. 
 
English: 
This year, we will be following the Talk 4 Writing scheme of work where children will explore 
narrative and non-narrative styles of writing in depth. They will develop their understanding 
of various writing structures and the skills that are required to produce their own narrative 
and non-narrative work effectively. During the Autumn term, the children will work with staff 
and peers to develop their reading and comprehension skills through the Bug Club’s Guided 
Reading sessions. We encourage children to read widely for pleasure and to supplement 
their learning. Bug Club is available for all children to use at home to further develop their 
reading in a fun way! We encourage the children to develop a fluent handwriting style and 
are expected to be able to join their letters in a neat and legible way. Weekly spellings will be 
sent home for homework and the children will be tested weekly. There is also a national 
drive on grammar and the children will have weekly grammar lessons to support the writing 
process. Furthermore, children will be expected to produce different styles of writing across 
a range of subjects through cross-curricular activities to further develop their punctuation and 
grammar skills.  
 
How you can help: 
Read regularly with your child and discuss the book read – use question prompts to further 
develop their comprehension skills. Help them with their times tables/mental maths 
strategies to add and subtract at speed. Always check they have completed their homework. 

 
Science: 

The children will be developing their scientific enquiry skills; observing, measuring, fair 
testing, recording and evaluating across a range of interesting topics. This term they will be 
exploring the following topics: The Earth & Beyond, Everyday Materials and Get Sorted. 
 
History: 

We will be learning about the Anglo-Saxons, where they came from, how they lived and how 
it has impacted our lives today. Children will delve in deep to explore famous burial sites and 
discuss some of the incredible artefacts that have been discovered. 
 
Geography: 
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We will be looking at ‘Changes in our Local Environment’, which enables children to explore 
the how different areas of the UK have changed over time and what impacted them to 
change. The topic then brings things closer to home where the children will get to explore 
how the village of Harefield has changed over time. 
 
Physical Education: 

PE will be taught twice a week and the topics that they will cover include ‘Invaders’ and ‘Boot 
Camp’, which will develop the children’s core skills; spatial awareness, balance, co-
ordination, agility, endurance and fairness. Both Walnut Class and Elm Class will have PE 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, whereas Sycamore Class will have PE on Wednesday and 
Friday – please send your child into school wearing their PE kits on those days. 
 
Religious Education: 

This year children will be learning about two religions and studying different aspects of each 
religion. These religions are Hinduism and Christianity. During the Autumn term, children will 
explore the following aspects of each religion: Prayer and Worship (Hinduism) and 
Christmas (Christianity). 
 
Art & Design and Design & Technology: 

During the Autumn term, children will be looking at the following topics in Art and Design: 
Formal Elements of Art: Architecture and Art & Design Skills. In Design & Technology, 
children will be applying their creative skills to the following topics: What Could Be Healthier? 
and Pop-Up Books. Additionally, children will apply their artistic skills through cross-
curricular links in other subjects where it is applicable. 
 
Music: 

This term, we will be looking at a range of different types of music from around the world and 
developing the children’s musical skills; timing, pitch and tone. The topics that the children 
will be exploring include ‘Composing Notation: Notations’ and ‘’South and West Africa’.  
 
How you can help: 
Encourage your children to be creative at home. If they have a special talent encourage 
them to share it with us at school. If learning an instrument, ensure your child continues to 
practise regularly at home. 

 
Computing: 

This term, the children will not be taking part in discreet lessons focusing on computing; 
however, the use of computing skills and ICT will be used during their lessons to support 
them with their learning. Children will be able to use Bug Club, Mathletics and Purple 
Mash at home to further support them with their learning – logins will be sent home during 

the first few weeks. 
 
How you can help: 
Always be aware of what your child is doing on a computer and use adult filters. Encourage 
them to research topics or make a PowerPoint about what they are studying. If you have 
time, please try to visit museums, nature reserves or other places of scientific interest to 
encourage the children to look at science in the world around them. 

 
Personal, Social and Health Education: 

Throughout the Autumn term, children will be learning about their rights and responsibilities 
within school, as well as understanding cultural differences and how to value and appreciate 
one another in the topics ‘Being Me In My World’ and ‘Celebrating Difference’. 
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Languages: 

This term, Year 5 will continue to learn French and children will be developing their language 
skills through the following topics: Monster Pets and Space Explorers. These units link nicely 
with our English and Science topics this term. 
 
Homework Information: 

Homework will be given out on Mondays. It will include one piece of Mathematics work and 
one piece of English work along with a focus on the weekly spellings and times tables – 
these will be assessed weekly in school! Answers will be emailed home via the school office 
to mark at home as we are working on reducing the amount of work moving between home 
and school. Feel free to send the class teachers an email letting them know how your child 
did with a picture of the completed homework (see email addresses at the end of the letter). 
Additionally, reading is also very important and should take place every evening for at least 
ten minutes. 
 
School Trips/Visits: 

There will be no school trips or visits during the Autumn term. Parents will be updated once 
the guidance changes and it is safe for school trips or visits to take place.  
 
 
Class Email Addresses: 

Please feel free to contact class teachers if you have any questions about the curriculum or 
if you would like to pass on any information, using the following email addresses: 
 

Sycamore Class (Mr Coren): sycamoreclass@harefieldjunior.org.uk 
Walnut Class (Mrs Lindsay): walnutclass@harefieldjunior.org.uk 

Elm Class (Mrs George): elmclass@harefieldjunior.org.uk 
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